《The Bible Study New Testament - Mark》(Rhoderick D. Ice)
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00 Introduction 

INTRODUCTION TO MARK
John Mark was a cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10), and went with Paul on the first tour of missions (Acts 13:5). He deserted Paul during this first tour (Acts 15:37-38), but went with Barnabas on the second tour (Acts 15:39). His work on this second tour demonstrated his faith, and Paul placed his seal of approval on him (Colossians 4:10).
His mother's name was Mary (Acts 12:12), and she was a close relative of Barnabas [Mark being first-cousin to Barnabas, she would be an aunt]. His early home was Jerusalem, and he was converted by Peter (1 Peter 5:13) which some think means he was one of the "3,000" on Pentecost (Acts 2:41). He was with Paul during Paul's first imprisonment (Colossians 4:10) 61-63 A.D. After this, he must have joined Peter in Babylon on the Euphrates, where there were many Jewish Christians (1 Peter 5:13). During Paul's second imprisonment in 68 A.D, he wrote to Timothy asking him to bring Mark with him to Rome (2 Timothy 4:11).
Mark wrote especially for the Gentile Christians, and he describes Jesus as "God's Superman," who demonstrates his Deity by his Miracles. He tells the things Jesus did, rather than the things Jesus said. He explains some things which Jews would have known.

Mark's gospel is thought to have been written from Rome, sometime between 60,70 A.D, perhaps while Paul was there during the first imprisonment.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
1. This is the good news about Jesus Christ. The whole history of Jesus is a disclosure of God's Good News for the human family! JESUS is his personal name (given by the angel, Matthew 1:21). CHRIST [Messiah] is his title. It means: "the Lord's Anointed One." The kings and priests of Israel were anointed with oil; Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit.

Verse 2-3
It began as the prophet Isaiah had written. Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1. See notes on Matthew 3:3; Matthew 11:10.
Verse 4
So John appeared in the desert. Of Judea. See note on Matthew 3:1. Turn away from your sins and be baptized. He both preached and baptized. Note that his baptism was water only, for those who were already God's people (see notes on Acts 19:1-7). And God will forgive your sins. This is similar, but not the same as Acts 2:38. John called God's people Israel to renewal; Peter called people to be born of water and the Spirit. (See note on Acts 2:38).

Verse 5
Everybody . . . went out to hear John. See notes on Matthew 3:5-6.
Verse 6
John wore clothes made of camel's hair. See note on Matthew 3:4.
Verse 7-8
The man who will come after me. See note on Matthew 3:11. But he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. See note on Matthew 3:11.
Verse 9
Not long afterward. John had been preaching and baptizing about six months. See Matthew 3:13-17 (and notes there) on the baptism of Jesus.

Verse 10
As soon as Jesus came up out of the water. "Out of' means "out from inside." Scholars agree that Jesus himself was immersed.

Verse 12-13
Being tempted by Satan. See Matthew 4:1-11 and notes. 

Verse 14
After John had been put in prison. Mark goes directly to Jesus' work in Galilee. [John records the events between Jesus' baptism and the ministry in Galilee (John chapters 2-4).] See Matthew 4:12-25 and notes.

Verse 16
He saw two fisherman. See Matthew 4:18-22 for the call of the four apostles.

Verse 21
They came to the town of Capernaum. Capernaum: see Matthew 4:13. Went into the synagogue. Synagogue: see note on Matthew 4:23.
Verse 22
Were amazed at the way he taught. See note on Matthew 7:28. Teachers of the Law. See note on Matthew 3:7.
Verse 23
A man with an evil spirit. See note on Matthew 4:24. Demon possession is clearly taught in the Scriptures [However, some think this ended at the time Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A. D.]

Verse 24
What do you want with us? They knew Jesus had come to destroy the Devil's works (1 John 3:8). You are God's holy messenger! The demon made a better statement of belief than the Jewish leaders.

Verse 26
And came out of him. At Christ's command. This was not "make believe," but showed Jesus' authority.

Verse 27
The people were all so amazed. This happened in the synagogue.

Verses 28-34
And so the news about Jesus spread quickly. For the fame of Jesus, see note on Matthew 4:25. For the healing of Peter's mother-in-law, see note on Matthew 8:14-15. Mark 1:34. See note on Matthew 8:17.
Verse 35
Very early the next morning. Jesus made it a habit to take time from his busy schedule to pray.

Verse 36
But Simon. Simon Peter, also called Cephas.

Verse 38
We must go on. Jesus was making a tour, and could not stay too long in any one place.

Verse 39
So he traveled all over Galilee. Josephus, the Jewish Historian, says that at that time Galilee had 240 towns and villages, and was densely populated.

Verse 40
A leper came to Jesus. See notes on Matthew 8:2-4. This miracle took place after the Sermon on the Mount. Leprosy still exists in our own United States.

Verse 44
But go straight to the priest. At Jerusalem, the religious center. Then offer the sacrifice that Moses ordered. See note on Matthew 8:4.
Verse 45
And people came to him from everywhere. Both to hear his teaching, and to be healed.

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Came back to Capernaum. After his first teaching tour through Galilee.

Verses 2-12
So many people came together. For the healing of this paralyzed Prayer of Manasseh, see notes on Matthew 9:2-8, Luke tells us that there were Pharisees and teachers of the Law sitting there, who had come from every town in Galilee and Judea, and from Jerusalem. They came to investigate this Jesus. The whole incident teaches us: (1) Christ had God's authorization. He could declare he forgave sins without speaking against God. (2) The difference between Christ and his apostles—none of whom claimed to forgive sins (compare Acts 8:22-24). (3) Those who claim to forgive sin, would have the ability to instantly heal the body of the effects of sin.

Verse 14
A tax collector, Levi. Soon to be an apostle. For the call of Matthew and Matthew's feast, see notes on Matthew 9:9-17. Compare Luke 5:27-39.
Verse 15
Was having a meal. Matthew has gathered a large number of his friends and associates for this feast. Outcasts. People who had been expelled from the synagogue.

Verse 18
Fast . . . But yours do not. See notes on Matthew 9:14-15.
Verse 21
No one uses a piece of new cloth. Jesus was not attempting to "patch up" Judaism. See notes on Matthew 9:16-17.
Verse 23
Jesus was walking through some wheat fields. See notes on Matthew 12:1-8. Compare Luke 6:1-11.
Verse 26
When Abiathar was the High Priest. 1 Samuel 21:1-9. [This passage speaks of Ahimelech as high priest. Abiathar was the son. But the "Church Fathers" said that both father and son had both names [Abiathar Ahimelech] (compare 1 Samuel 22:20; 2 Samuel 8:17; 1 Chronicles 18:16).
Verse 27
For the good of man. It was not just an arbitrary law, as the Pharisees had made it. It was designed for the good of the people. It was symbolic to the Jewish people (Deuteronomy 5:15). There is no mention of "Sabbath breaking" in the catalog of sins in the New Testament.

Verse 28
Is Lord even of the Sabbath. This declares the Divine nature of Jesus. Only God is Lord of his own Law. [Jesus is the Eternal Logos (John 1:1).] Since Jesus is the Lord, he has the right to do with the Sabbath as he pleases. The "Christian Sabbath" comes in the Eternal World (Hebrews 4:1). Sunday was named the "Lord's Day" by the early Christians, because Jesus rose from death on Sunday.

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Then Jesus went back to the synagogue. Of Capernaum. [More complete notes are given on Matthew 12:9-14.]

Verse 2
So they watched him very closely. The same critics as Chapter 2. They thought he should not heal on the Sabbath day.

Verse 3
Come up here to the front. Jesus knew the thoughts of his critics. He calls this man to the front where all can see what he is about to do.

Verse 4
What does our Law allow us to do? He does not ask what "Tradition" allows. His words imply that he wants to "save life," while the critics want to "destroy" it.

Verse 5
Jesus was angry. "Righteous indignation." Anger is not sin, but can lead to it (Ephesians 4:26). Because they were so stubborn and wrong. Their attitude showed this to be true.

Verse 6
Pharisees. See note on Matthew 3:7. Herod's Party. A group of Jews who wanted one of Herod's descendants to be king over them, rather than having a Roman Governor. They made plans. Jesus had "kicked" their Tradition. They were already the enemies of Jesus, and they look at every possible way to have him killed.

Verse 7
Jesus and his disciples went away. [More complete notes are given on Matthew 12:15-21 about his popularity at this time.]

Verse 8
Idumea. Edom. Southeast of the Jordan and south of the Dead Sea, a very rocky mountainous area between Palestine and Egypt. Esau's descendants lived here. Herod the Great was an Idumean on his father's side. Tyre and Sidon. See note on Matthew 11:21.
Verse 11
Evil spirits in them. See note on Matthew 4:24.
Verse 13
Then Jesus went up a hill. Be sure to read Matthew and Luke on this. This is their formal assignment. See notes on Matthew 10:1-4. [Matthew gives it out of sequence. This took place before the Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:13). ]

Verse 14
I have chosen you to be with me. They are to be his "inner circle." I will also send you. "Apostle" means "one sent out as a messenger."

Verse 15
(Jesus gave him the name Peter). John 1:42 tells about this.

Verse 16
Boanerges. We are not told why Jesus called them this. It may have been their quick temper (Luke 9:54), or their forceful preaching.

Verse 20
Then Jesus went home. Back to the house in Capernaum where they were staying.

Verse 21
When his family heard about this. Since the brothers of Jesus did not believe in him at this time (John 7:5), they may have thought he had gone insane with an unhealthy excitement, when they hear of the crowds of people and all that was happening. (See Mark 3:31.)

Verse 22
Some teachers of the Law . . . were saying. They were saying he used the Devil's power. For notes on this, and the sin against the Holy Spirit, see notes on Matthew 12:22-37. From Jerusalem. These teachers of the Law were part of the group of Jewish leaders who would finally send Jesus to his death. 

Verse 30
Some had said, "He has an evil spirit in him." They were speaking against the Holy Spirit, saying it was an evil spirit who gave Christ power to do miracles. See notes on Matthew 12:31-32.
Verse 31
Then Jesus' mother and brothers arrived. These "brothers" were the sons of Mary, and "half-brothers" to Jesus. See notes on Matthew 13:55. 

Verse 35
Whoever does what God wants. See notes on Matthew 12:48-49.
04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Again Jesus began to teach. This is the first time recorded that he taught in parables. See notes on this parable in Matthew 13:1-23. Matthew tells other parables that Jesus used on this day.

Verse 12
Yet not see. Matthew gives more detail. See notes on Matthew 13:13-15.
Verse 21
And put it under a bowl? Jewish lamps were a cup filled with oil, with a wick floating in it. The very purpose of a lamp would make it foolish to cover it with a bowl or hide it under the bed. The same thing is true of Truth. [Jesus probably taught these same things many times.]

Verse 24
Pay attention to what you hear! Luke says: "Be careful, then, how you listen." (Luke 8:18). We should listen and pay attention when the Lord speaks.

Verse 26
The Kingdom of God is like. Only Mark gives this parable. But the same lesson is taught by Isaiah 55:10-11; James 5:7-8; 1 Peter 1:23-25. Results do not come instantly either in nature or in spiritual things. We are to "plant the seed," and "water it," but it is God who makes it grow (1 Corinthians 3:6-9). Scatters seed. The seed is the Word of God.

Verse 27
He sleeps at night. He continues his regular activities, and all the while, the seeds are sprouting and growing. [He plants, but he cannot make it grow.]

Verse 28
First the tender stalk appears. Growth is a gradual process. Things both good and bad develop over a period of time. This parable is about the spreading of Christ's Kingdom. The Truth, planted, grows in good soil, comes to maturity, and is harvested. We can see growth in the results, even though we may not know the how.
Verse 29
When the grain is ripe. Not until then does harvest begin. When faith is ripe [produces repentance, baptism] the believer is gathered into Christ's church (See Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.)

Verse 31
It is like a mustard seed. See notes on Matthew 13:31-32.
Verse 34
He would explain everything to them. Compare notes on Matthew 13:36-43.
Verse 35
On the evening of that same day. The day when he taught these parables. To the other side of the lake. Across Lake Galilee.

Verse 37
A very strong wind blew up. See notes on Matthew 8:23-27. Lake Galilee Isaiah 600 feet below sea level, and has a tropical climate. Just to the north are the mountains of Lebanon, and the "updraft" from the heated lake brings cold air from these mountains, creating severe storms.

Verse 41
But they were terribly afraid. These are experienced sailors, who know something of the power of the storm. Who and what is this man who can control the forces of nature and silence them with a word! They have not yet learned that Jesus is the Lord and the Creator of nature (Colossians 1:16).
05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
They arrived on the other side. After the storm. The territory of the Gerasenes. Also known as the territory of the Gadarenes. Gerasa was the village where Jesus landed after the storm. Gadara, an important city, was seven or eight miles to the south. The whole area took its name from these cities.

Verse 2
He was met by a man. The burial caves are still seen in the cliff near Gersa (the more recent name for Gerasa). For notes on demons, see Matthew 4:24.
Verse 3
Lived among the graves. The graves were caves in the rock, either natural or Prayer of Manasseh -made. This man was living in them. Nobody could keep him tied. His strength was superhuman during a seizure.

Verse 10
And he kept begging Jesus. The demons expected to be sent back to the abyss, and they knew Jesus could send them there.

Verse 11
A large herd of pigs. At Gerasa the hillside slopes down to the lake. The religious law did not allow pigs to be kept, since they were "unclean."

Verse 13
About two thousand pigs in all. Perhaps Jesus allowed this to happen to show the reality of the demons. This implies there were 2,000 evil spirits in this man.

Verse 17
So they began to ask Jesus to leave. Christ does not stay where he is not wanted. He did not visit the territory of the Gerasenes again.

Verse 20
And went all through the Ten Towns. The first one to preach Christ in that area, could testify to his power.

Verse 21
Jesus went back across. Back to Capernaum.

Verse 22
An official of the local synagogue. One of the "synagogue elders," who convened the congregation, preserved order, and who invited the readers and speakers. See note on Matthew 9:18.
Verse 23
Very sick. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all give this. She was twelve years old; she was dying as he started to go to Jesus; she died while he was speaking (Mark 5:35).
Verse 24
There was a woman. See notes on Matthew 9:20-22. This miracle took place as they were going to the house of Jairus.

Verse 25
By many doctors. This woman had spent all her money trying to get well, but without success. Probably the "doctors" would depend on "magical charms" and "incantations" to try to produce a cure.

Verse 30
At once Jesus knew. Christ was aware of the woman and deliberately healed her as she touched him. What he says is to bring out the lesson. His question asks for her declaration of faith. This woman's faith caused her to Acts, and Jesus healed her.

Verse 35
Your daughter has died. But Jesus had power over death!

Verse 37
Did not let anyone else. Only Peter, James and John go with him into the house. These are the same ones who saw Jesus transfigured. The mourners were outside. [Matthew does not mention this,].

Verse 38
Where Jesus saw the confusion. The professional musicians and mourners were screaming and crying (see Matthew 9:23).
Verse 41
Talitha, koum. He said this in the dialect of the people. He orders her to "get up."

Verse 42
She got up at once. When Jesus healed, it was complete. She is awakened from death, and her illness is gone!

Verse 43
Not to tell anyone. Jesus had a work to do before the climax of the Cross. His fame must not spread too quickly. Things must be prepared. In addition to his own raising from death, Jesus rescued three from the grasp of death. Here, it is a girl who has just died. The widow's son at Nain (Luke 7:11-15) had been dead at least twenty-four hours. Lazarus ( John 11) had been dead more than four days. Note also: the girl was raised privately; the widow's Song of Solomon, publicly; and Lazarus, in the presence of bitter enemies.

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Jesus left that place. Left Capernaum. Went back to his home town. Back to Nazareth.

Verse 2
On the Sabbath day. See notes on Matthew 13:53-58. This was the second time he was rejected here (Luke 4:19-29).
Verse 3
Isn't he the carpenter? This shows that Jesus had worked at the same "trade" as Joseph (his legal father). It was the custom for every Jew to be taught a "trade." [Brothers and sisters, see note on John 2:12.]

Verse 5
He was not able. Matthew says they did not have faith. Jesus did not lack the ability to perform miracles, but it would be useless to do Song of Solomon, because these people had already decided not be believe.

Verse 6
He was greatly surprised. See note on Matthew 8:10. To the villages around there. He spent no more time with them, but took his ministry into new areas.

Verse 7
He called the twelve disciples together. See Matthew 10 for a full account of this (and notes there).

Verse 8
Except a walking stick. Each one would already have a walking stick. The emphasis is on speed, and the fact that the people should take care of them.

Verse 9
Wear sandals. This was symbolic (also Mark 6:8). They were to dress like "poor people."

Verse 13
And rubbed oil on many sick people. Oil was symbolic of God's grace. Using it pointed to God as the Healer. [Also called "anointing,"]

Verse 14
Now King Herod heard about all this. See notes on Matthew 14:1-12 about Herod's reaction and John the Baptist's death.

Verse 17
Because of Herodias. This immoral woman was responsible for John being in prison.

Verse 19
Wanted to kill him. Because John had exposed her sin. But she did not have the authority to do it.

Verse 20
Herod was afraid of John. Both because he knew John to be a holy Prayer of Manasseh, and also because of public opinion.

Verse 21
Finally Herodias got her chance. This implies she had been constantly thinking about it and planning his death.

Verse 27
So he sent off a guard. Custom made the captain of the guard the one who did the execution.

Verse 31
Let us go off by ourselves. For notes on the feeding of the Five Thousand, see Matthew 13:13-21. All four Gospels give this account.

Verse 32
To a lonely place. To the small plain of Butaiha just east of where the Jordan flows into the lake of Galilee. No one lived in that area.

Verse 45
And go ahead of him to Bethsaida. For notes on Jesus walking on the water, see Matthew 14:22-23. John says they went toward Capernaum. That was their destination, but on the way, they sailed along the coast in the northwest direction. They expected to meet Jesus at Bethsaida, and continue on to Capernaum. The ruins of Bethsaida are found near the place where the Jordan flows into Lake Galilee, close to the scene of the miracle.

Verse 53
And came to land at Gennesaret. Just south of Capernaum on the shore of Lake Galilee. See notes on Matthew 14:34-36.
07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
The Pharisees and some teachers of the Law. This was the sharpest confrontation between Jesus and the Jewish leaders to date in his ministry. See notes on Matthew 15:1-9. Mark explains the Jewish customs for his readers. Had come from Jerusalem. Probably an "official delegation" sent to investigate Jesus.

Verse 2
With unclean hands. Not dirty, but "unclean." Tradition required them to wash their hands in a certain way to make them "ritually clean." Also, they might have touched something, and become "ritually unclean," so tradition required them to always wash ritually before eating.

Verse 3
They do not eat unless they wash. The Law did not require this special form of washing, but the Tradition of the ancestors did require it. The Jewish leaders were so strict about this, that Rabbi Akiba, in prison with barely enough water to stay alive, used it for ritual washing.

Verse 4
Unless they wash it first. "Wash" in this verse comes from the same word as "baptize" [BAPTISONTAI in the best manuscripts]. Food from the market, cups, pots, copper bowls and even beds were immersed in water to make them ritually pure. Abbott says: "Apparently, in the ritual of the Pharisees, washing by pouring on water sufficed for those who remained at home, but immersion of the hands in water was required of those who had gone abroad [outside the house]." The Law did require some washings (such as Leviticus 14:8), but Tradition had distorted the spirit of the Law. It had become a strict rule that before every meal, not only the hands, but also the dishes, beds (couches), and tables must be ritually washed. [The Jews ate their meals lying on beds (couches).]

Verse 5
Asked Jesus. He was "kicking" their Tradition by ignoring it. See notes on Matthew 15:1-20.
Verse 15
Which can make him unclean. Jesus emphasizes that no one becomes religiously unclean from things that are outside of him. See notes on Matthew 15:10-20.
Verse 24
To the territory near the city of Tyre. This woman's faith is discussed in the notes on Matthew 15:21-28.
Verse 31
The territory of the Ten Towns. Named for the ten towns in the area. Only Mark tells about this miracle.

Verse 32
Who was deaf and who could hardly speak. He probably had not been born deaf, as he was not mute. Nothing is said of a demon, so this man's problem came from disease.

Verse 33-34
Put his fingers in the man's ears. Is this case unique, or did Jesus work this way at other times? No one can say for sure. Johnson believes Jesus did these things to produce faith in the man. Jesus put his fingers in the deaf ears, and touched the tongue. Ephphatha. Jesus uses the dialect of Judea to command the deaf ears to hear!

Verse 35
At once the man's ears were opened. All traces of the disease vanished immediately!

Verse 36
Not to speak of it. See note on Matthew 8:4. Jesus did not do his miracles to honor himself.

Verse 37
How well he does everything! This can be understood in the sense of Genesis 1:31; Colossians 1:15-17. They were completely amazed, because no one had ever done what Jesus was doing. He even makes. Always since then, Jesus has been at work [through the messianic community] making the spiritually deaf hear, and the spiritually dumb [mute] talk.

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Not long afterward. While Christ was in the territory of the Ten Towns. This is different from the feeding of the Five Thousand (Mark 6:32-44). For notes on the feeding of the Four Thousand, see Matthew 14:13-21. [In Mark 8:19-20 Jesus mentions both incidents.]

Verse 10
Went to the district of Dalmanutha. Matthew says "Magadan" [or Magdala]. Neither place now exists, but they are thought to have been near each other on the western shore of Lake Galilee. Some think they are different names for the same place, which was common at that time.

Verses 11-13
Some Pharisees came to Jesus. See notes on Matthew 16:1-4.
Verses 14-21
The disciples had forgotten to bring any extra bread. On the lesson which Jesus teaches here, see notes on Matthew 16:5-12. Matthew says "Sadducees" instead of "Herod," Herod was himself a Sadducee, and Sadducees made up the political "Party of Herod."

Verse 22
They came to Bethsaida. On the eastern bank of the Jordan, near where it flows into Lake Galilee. Only Mark tells of this miracle. Some people brought a blind man to Jesus. This man had not been born blind, since he had seen both people and trees (Mark 8:24). They brought him either because he could not find the way; or because he did not have the faith to want to come. The friends did have faith.

Verse 23
And led him out of the village. Jesus had done this with the deaf man (that Isaiah, taken him out of the crowd) Mark 7:33. After spitting on the man's eyes. Johnson believes this action was done to develop faith in the Prayer of Manasseh, since Jesus usually demanded faith in the one whom he healed.

Verse 24
The man looked up and said. He was sure these were men, yet they seemed to him as large as trees.

Verse 25
Jesus again placed his hands. Johnson considers this to be the only example of progressive healing. If Song of Solomon, it is also an example of progressive faith, and the Lord healed him progressively to save as well as heal. It can also be explained by viewing two healings: the first for the eyes; and the second for the "perception" since the man had been blind some time.

Verse 26
Jesus then sent him home. He must not have lived in Bethsaida, since he was told not to go back into the village. Jesus did not try to gain honor for himself (see Mark 7:36).
Verses 27-30
To the villages of Caesarea Philippi. For notes on Peter's Declaration about Jesus, see Matthew 16:13-20. Caesarea Philippi was near Mount Hermon in north-east Palestine. Herod Phillip rebuilt this town and called it "Caesarea Philippi" to honor himself. Many Gentiles lived there, and it was a center of "emperor worship."

Verses 31-38
Then Jesus began to teach his disciples. Jesus would accomplish God's purpose by his suffering and death (Luke 9:31; Hebrews 2:14-17). See notes on Matthew 16:21-28. If, then, a man is ashamed of me.
09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
Remember this! This must speak of the Kingdom coming with power on the day called Pentecost ( Acts 2). Matthew says: "until they have seen the Son of Man come as King" (Matthew 16:28). Luke says: "until they have seen the Kingdom of God" (Luke 9:27). Jesus says this will take place during the lifetime of some who stood there with him. See also notes on Matthew 16:18; Colossians 1:13.
Verse 2
Six days later. For notes on the Transfiguration, see Matthew 17:1-13. Be sure to see also Luke 9:28-36.
Verse 12
Elijah does indeed come first. John the Baptist came in the "spirit" of Elijah. See notes on Matthew 17:10-13.
Verse 14
When they Joined the rest of the disciples. This is just after the Transfiguration. For notes on healing the boy, see Matthew 17:14-21. Mark gives the most details. The symptoms were those of epilepsy, but in this case it was an evil spirit causing the problem.

Verse 23
If you can! There is no question that Jesus can do it. He turns it around to the father: "if you can!" Jesus requires faith (Hebrews 11:6).
Verse 24
The father at once cried out. Both eagerness and fear are mixed in the outcry of the father: eagerness to have his son healed; fear that his faith is not strong enough. Help me have morel The father was not certain that Jesus could heal his son (Mark 9:22). He asks for more faith, since Jesus has made him aware of the need (Mark 9:23). If your faith is weak, ask Jesus to help!

Verse 26
Threw the boy into a bad fit. The evil spirit doesn't want to leave, and it tries to destroy the son. The boy looked like a corpse. The fit leaves him exhausted and in a coma. Jesus takes the boy by the hand, and the cure is complete!

Verse 28-29
Why couldn't we drive the spirit out? Jesus said: "It was because you did not have enough faith" (Matthew 17:20). No demon could defy them if they had faith [on faith, see note on James 2:19-20]. Only prayer can drive this kind out. Faith reaches out through prayer to seize the power of Christ [for one who is already a Christian, John 9:31]. [Some versions add: "and fasting" from Matthew's Gospel. Do not think of prayer and fasting as a ritual of exorcism. These are general principles of spiritual growth.] When faith focuses on God's act in Christ, we forget self and can do many things through Christ. When faith turns inward to "self," we cannot drive out the "evil spirits" of worldliness, selfishness, greed, immorality, etc. See Peter's example Matthew 14:29-30.
Verses 30-32
The Son of Man will be handed over. Judas would hand him over to the Jewish leaders. See notes on Matthew 17:22-23 ["Son of Prayer of Manasseh," see John 9:35. ]

Verse 33
What were you arguing about? See notes on Matthew 18:1-9.
Verse 35
And be the servant of all. Not just the servant of friends, or family, or class, or even of church members. Jesus made himself the servant of ALL! Humility and service are the measure of true greatness.

Verse 38
Teacher, we saw a man. They had just returned from a teaching mission, on which they were driving out demons (Matthew 10:8). They probably met this man while on their mission. He must have been a disciple of Christ, yet not one who had been given a commission as they had. Driving out demons in your name. Actually doing it! Such workers as this were believers, or they could not have used his name (compare the sons of Sceva. Acts 19:13-17).
Verse 39
39. Do not try to stop him. They had tried to stop him, but had not succeeded. Jesus neither praises nor condemns the man for going his own way and not working with the twelve. Johnson says: "He simply declares that he must not be forbidden, and that those who work the same kind of work that we do should be regarded, not as enemies, but allies." See notes on Philippians 1:15-18. Note that anyone who does not help Christ gather is really scattering (Matthew 12:30).
Verse 42
Cause one of these little ones to turn away. The parallel passage in Matthew 18:6-9 shows he is speaking of little children (see notes there.) Yet, as this comes just after his statement in Mark 9:40, Jesus may have intended them to apply this also to the man they tried to stop (Mark 9:38).
Verse 43
To the fire that never goes out. See note on Matthew 5:22 Gehenna was symbolic of the "lake of fire" (Revelation 20:14). Both the "heaven" where God lives, and the "hell" to which Satan is consigned, are spiritual places. Human language cannot accurately describe either of them. Both places will be very real to those who spend eternity there!

Verse 48
Their worms never die. This is the language of Isaiah 66:24. Probably the Jews in Jesus' time used these words to describe eternal punishment.

Verse 49
For everyone will be salted with fire. In Mark 9:45-48 Jesus emphasizes that it would be the best of the bargain to sacrifice a hand, or foot, or eye [if that would help] to escape from God's wrath. Fire symbolizes pain, suffering, punishment, persecution, etc. Salt symbolizes permanence, to keep from spoiling, etc. Every one, good or bad, must and does suffer. Fire will test and show the quality of each man's works (1 Corinthians 3:13). The apostles, especially, would be salted with fire (1 Corinthians 4:9-13).
Verse 50
Salt is good. See note on Matthew 5:13. Have salt in yourselves. The spirit of self-sacrifice and humility [which "salting with fire" helps produce]. This would allow them to be at peace with one another, which was not true of them just then (Mark 9:33-37).
10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
Then Jesus left that place. His ministry in Galilee is now finished, and he leaves Capernaum, about to go to Jerusalem for the last time. See notes on Matthew 19:1-2.
Verse 2
Some Pharisees came to him. Somewhere on the east side of the Jordan. For notes about his teaching on marriage and divorce, see Matthew 19:3-13.
Verse 12
The woman who divorces het husband. Both Greek and Roman law allowed a woman to divorce her husband (1 Corinthians 7:13), but Jewish law did not. Jesus did not teach a double standard, but placed men and women on exactly the same level.

Verses 13-16
Some people brought children to Jesus. Women and children were treated as "second class citizens" in the world of the first century. The disciples scolded the people for wasting Jesus' time with children. Note this made Jesus angry. He said: "Let the children come to me, and do not stop them." See notes on Matthew 19:13-15, also Matthew 18:3-4.
Verses 17-22
17-22. A man ran up. Only Mark tells that "Jesus looked straight at him with love" (Mark 10:21). See notes on Matthew 19:16-22.
Verses 23-31
How hard it will be for rich people. See notes on Matthew 19:23-30. [A few late manuscripts add: "that trust in wealth." Compare 1 Timothy 6:10.] Probably the "rich people" Jesus speaks of, are the ones mentioned by James 5:16. It would be very hard, but not impossible, to persuade such a person to "turn from sin."

Verses 32-34
Who were filled with alarm. The Jewish leaders intend to kill Jesus! The disciples are filled with alarm by the fact that Jesus is placing himself in such danger. They are afraid of what they expect to happen. He told them. He had told this to them at least twice before. See notes on Matthew 20:17-19. They could not understand, because they expected him to be a political Messiah with an earthly kingdom.

Verses 35-45
Then James and John. Matthew says Salome their mother came to Jesus and spoke for them. See notes on Matthew 20:20-28. You don't know what you are asking for. Their request was made through ignorance. They would see two criminals on crosses to the right and left of him. We often pray in ignorance, but as a Christian, we have the promise of Romans 8:26.
Verses 46-51
They came to Jericho. They were now across the Jordan and in Judea. For the healing of this blind Prayer of Manasseh, see notes on Matthew 20:29-34.
Verse 52
Your faith has made you well. Bartimaeus showed his faith by: (1) going to Jesus; (2) believing that Jesus was the Messiah; (3) by persisting, even though scolded by many; (4) by throwing off everything that held him back; (5) by obeying Jesus when called to come; (6) by following Jesus and praising him, after he was healed.

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
As they came near Jerusalem. On the Sunday before the Lord's death. He had been at Bethany during the Sabbath [Saturday]. All four Gospels tell this. See notes. on Matthew 21:1-11.
Verses 1-12
1-12. Then Jesus spoke to them in parables. Matthew gives more detail about this series of parables which outline the sins and doom of the unbelieving Jews. [The Jews who believed (Acts 21:20) were not included in this doom.] There was a man who planted a vineyard. See notes on Matthew 21:33-46.
Verse 11
He went out to Bethany with the twelve disciples. After the Triumphant Entry, Jesus goes on into the city and visits the temple. He then leaves and spends the night in Bethany. As far as we know he spent each night in Bethany during this last week, except for Thursday night. He may have done this to stay away from the Jewish leaders. Also, he had loving friends at Bethany, and being there would allow him to spend this time in rest and conversation with the twelve.

Verses 12-14
Jesus was hungry. Even though it was not the right time for figs, the leaves should not have been there, unless there were figs on the tree. See notes on Matthew 21:12-22.
Verses 15-19
Jesus went to the temple. He made the temple "ritually pure" at both the beginning (John 2:13-22) and the end of his public teaching ministry. See notes on Matthew 21:12-17.
Verses 20-24
20-24. It was dead all the way down to its roots. Mark tells that this took place early next morning, the day following the cursing of the fig tree. This was symbolic of what would happen to the part of the Jewish nation who rejected Christ. See notes on Matthew 21:19-22. Believe that you have received it. Confidence is evidence of faith. Read James 1:6-8. See notes on Matthew 21:20-22.
Verse 25
25. And when you stand praying, forgive. Forgiveness is a condition of prayer. See notes on Matthew 5:23-24. Also see the parable in Matthew 18:21-35.
Verses 27-33
They came back to Jerusalem. This would be on Tuesday. Jesus made his official entrance on Sunday (the Triumphant Entry). He purified the temple, and cursed the fig tree, both on Monday, On Tuesday, the disciples pointed out the dead fig tree, and Jesus again went into the city of Jerusalem. There he met a group of Jewish leaders, who challenged his actions of making the temple ritually pure. See notes on Matthew 21:23-27.
12 Chapter 12 

Verses 13-17
Some Pharisees and some members of Herod's party. For notes on this attempt to incriminate Jesus, see notes on Matthew 22:15-22.
Verses 18-27
Some Sadducees came to Jesus. For notes on this question about rising from death, see Matthew 22:23-33.
Verses 28-34
A teacher of the Law was there. Matthew tells that this man asked Jesus the question to "trap him." See notes on Matthew 22:34-40. You are not far from the Kingdom of God. Jesus said this because the teacher of the Law recognized that loving God and fellow man was more important than sacrifices. The Jewish leaders offered the sacrifices, but loved neither fellow man nor God. This man was close to the Kingdom, but not in it. He knew the spirit of the great commandment of Law and Gospel. But unless he enters the Kingdom, one who is "not far from" the door, is no better off than one who is far away.

Verses 35-37
How can the teachers of the Law say. The Jewish leaders thought Jesus was only a Prayer of Manasseh, nothing more. What he asks here is to make them aware of the true meaning of David's prophecy. See notes on Matthew 22:41-46. The large crowd heard Jesus gladly. It was not the common people who rejected Jesus. They loved him! [The Jewish leaders said about the common people: "This crowd does not know the Law of Moses, so they are under God's curse" (John 7:49).]

Verses 38-40
Watch out for the teachers of the Law. Mark condenses Matthew 23:1-36 into just three verses. See notes there. Who like to walk around in their long robes. Only Mark gives this. These long robes, sweeping the ground, imitated those of the priests of Rome. The teachers of the Law wore these to impress people with their importance. When Jesus sent out his apostles to preach, he specifically told them to dress in the clothes of the common, ordinary people (Mark 6:9). The Jewish leaders wanted people to know they were not just ordinary people, but that they were important! This was not to honor their status as teachers, but to get the glory for themselves!

Verse 41
As Jesus sat near the temple treasury. Matthew does not tell this, but Luke does. This incident of the widow's offering shows up the hypocrisy of the teachers of the Law. Treasury. Thirteen box-like chests, called "trumpets" because of their shape, which were placed in the Women's Court of the temple. Lightfoot says: "Nine chests were for the appointed temple tribute, and for the sacrifice-tribute; that Isaiah, money gifts instead of the sacrifices; four chests for free-will offerings, for wood, incense, temple decoration, and burnt offerings." He watched the people. Jesus still watches us. Free will offerings were made in addition to the temple tax, before the Passover.

Verse 42
Then a poor widow came along. In the world in which Jesus lived, widows had almost no job opportunities, and so were extremely poor. Two little copper coins. The very smallest of the Jewish coins, together worth about a penny. Mark mentions their value for his Roman readers.

Verse 43
Put more in the offering box. She gave an extremely small gift, yet Jesus praises her for it. She gave "more" in proportion to what she had! God looks at "quality," rather than "quantity."

Verse 44
Put in all she had. The true value of a gift is what it cost the one who gave it. The widow gave all she had to live on! Out of her love, she gave everything to God, trusting his providence to take care of her.

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
As Jesus was leaving the temple. Matthew gives the most details of this. See notes on Matthew 24. Mark does add a few things to the account.

Verse 8
Peter, James, John, and Andrew. Matthew says only: "the disciples." "In private" must mean "away from the crowds." The temple's destruction had been announced more or less in public (Matthew 23:38; Matthew 24:2).
Verse 9
You yourselves must watch out. The instructions of Mark 13:9-11 are not given in Matthew 24, but are found in Matthew 10:18-20. See notes there. Jesus probably said these things to his disciples a number of times. Watch out, Not to escape persecution, but to be prepared for it. Taken to court. The Jewish courts. Each of the larger towns had their own court. The Sanhedrin was the Jewish "Supreme Court." You will be beaten in the synagogues. Every synagogue had three men with the authority to punish. Beating [whipping] was one way they did this, with thirty-nine lashes as the usual number given (Deuteronomy 25:3; 2 Corinthians 11:24). You will stand before rulers and kings. Roman officials such as Felix, Festus, Gallio, Agrippa, Nero, etc. To tell them the Good News. God wants everyone to hear the Good News and believe it. Compare what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:19-22.
Verse 18
18. Will not happen in wintertime. Matthew 24:20 adds: "or on a Sabbath!" The reasons for this are given in the notes on Matthew 24. History records that the sign Jesus mentions for "running away," the surrounding of the city by the Romans, and the panic that caused their sudden pullback, took place on a Tuesday, in October. So their prayer was answered.

Verse 30
Before the people now living have all died. Jesus qualifies his prediction by putting it into a definite time frame. It would be in the natural lifetime of the generation then alive! See on Matthew 24:34.
Verse 32
No one knows, however. As Jesus stands in his human form, he says that he does not know the time of his Second Coming, when he returns to judge the earth. How foolish, then, for "Bible Scholars" to set dates.

Verse 37
Watch! Matthew tells how Jesus stressed this by using the parables of the Ten Girls (Matthew 25:1-13); The Three Servants (Matthew 25:14-30); and his picture of the Judgment when he gathers all earth's people and separates them into two groups (Matthew 25:31-46).
14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
It was now two days before the Feast of Passover. See notes on Matthew 26:1-16. This action of the Jewish leaders (Sanhedrin) took place on Wednesday. The anointing happened the Saturday before this, and is mentioned now in connection with Judas. John 12:1-8 points out that it was Judas who complained about wasting the perfume. Luke 22:3-6 implies that it may have been his anger at the wasting of the perfume which caused him to go to the chief priests and offer to hand Jesus over to them.

Verse 10-11
10-11. Then Judas Iscariot. See notes on Matthew 26:14-16.
Verses 12-16
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This lasted seven days after the Passover, and also celebrated the Rescue from Egypt. See notes on Matthew 26:17-19.
Verses 17-21
When it was evening. On the Lord's last Passover [the Last Supper] see notes on Matthew 26:20-25. Also see notes on John 13:21-30.
Verses 43-52
Jesus was still speaking. See notes on Matthew 26:47-56. Only Mark tells the incident in Mark 14:51-52. Many think the "certain young man" was Mark himself. Mark's mother lived in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12; Acts 12:25), and some think the Passover was eaten and the Lord's Supper instituted in the upstairs room of her house. The "linen cloth" was a night robe [sindon] which only the wealthy would wear. Mark was not an apostle, but was very close to them. When they left the upstairs room and went with Jesus to Gethsemane, Mark might have put on his linen robe and followed them but into the night. This whole incident shows the panic of the disciples when the attack suddenly struck them.

Verses 53-65
Then they took Jesus to the High Priest's house. See notes on Matthew 26:57-68. Compare the parallel verses in the other Gospels,

Verses 66-72
Peter was still down in the courtyard. See notes on Matthew 26:69-75. And he broke down and cried. The Greek uses a verb which shows continuous actions, to emphasize Peter's sorrow. Geikie writes: "It is a touching and beautiful tradition, true to the sincerity of his repentance, if not as a historical reality, that, all his life long, the remembrance of this night never left him, and that, morning by morning, he rose at the hour when the look of his Master had entered his soul, to pray once more for pardon." Compare Jesus' prophecy (Luke 22:32), and the event of John 21:15-17.
15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
1. They put leans in chains, took him away, and handed him over to Pilate. See notes on Matthew 27:1-2; Matthew 27:11-14. The four Gospels give slightly differing accounts, but if we could have been eyewitnesses of the events, we would see how they accurately present the things that happened.

Verse 7
A man named Barabbas. This man was the leader of a group of rebels who had caused a riot and committed murder in it. Barabbas was one of the STASIASTON = rebels, insurrectionists. The Expositor's Greek Testament says: "They were no mere band of brigands but men engaged in an insurrection, probably of a political character, rising out of the restless desire of many for independence, and in connection with that guilty of murder." This adds up to the fact that: (1) Barabbas was in prison for leading a rebellion against the Roman authorities. (2) There were others involved in this with him. (3) Rebellion was a crime punished by crucifixion. (4) This activity identifies both Barabbas and those with him as "zealots." (5) The fact that this all happened about the same time is strong evidence that both thieves who were crucified with Jesus, were partners of Barabbas in this insurrection, which would mean they were zealots as well. Josephus, the Jewish Historian, tells of an insurrection at about this time, caused by Pilate taking money from the temple treasury to construct an aqueduct. This might be the incident here, since many were killed in the rebellion Josephus speaks of. "Zealots" were "vigilante-outlaws," who used the cloak of "freedom fighter" to cover their hoodlum activities. (See also notes on Luke 23:40-42.)

Verse 15
So he set Barabbas free for them. It was ironic to set the guilty man free, and to hand Jesus over to be nailed to the cross. See 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 9:28.
Verses 21-41
And they forced him to carry Jesus' cross. See notes on Matthew 27:32-56. Only Mark tells us that Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus. Compare Romans 16:13; Acts 19:33. Evidently both were well known to Mark's first readers. Even though Cyrene was in North Africa, it had a large Jewish population. Simon was probably a Jew, come to Jerusalem for the Passover, but some think he may have been a "black" man.

Verses 42-47
It was getting on toward evening. See notes on Matthew 27:57-61. John tells us that Nicodemus was with Joseph of Arimathea when he asked for the body of Jesus and placed it in the new grave. Both of these men were members of the Sanhedrin. Nicodemus was a follower of Jesus (John 3:1-5), and attempted to get Jesus a fair hearing before the Sanhedrin (John 7:50-51).
16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
After the Sabbath day was over. See notes on Matthew 28:1-17, Mark adds a few details. By the Jewish way of counting time, the Sabbath ended at 6 P.M. (sunset) on the day we call Saturday [the first day of the new week began at this point]. The women began their preparations then, planning to go to the grave at dawn. Bought spices to go and anoint the body of Jesus. This shows that they did not think in terms of a resurrection. Nicodemus had brought spices (John 19:39-40). Perhaps there had not been time to prepare the body properly, and the women expected to complete the job. Or, this might have been just an expression of their love.

Verse 3
Who will roll away? They did not know about the guard and the seal on the stone (Matthew 27:62-66). The grave was a cave cut out of the rock, closed by a huge stone rolled against the entrance. Their worry is about how they will get in to the grave.

Verse 4
Then they looked up. They may have been looking down before, talking about all that had happened, as they walked toward the grave. The grave was probably above them, cut back into the face of the rock.

Verse 5
So they entered the grave. Mary Magdalene sees the stone rolled back, thinks the Jewish leaders have taken the body, and runs to find Peter and John (John 20:1-2). The other women enter the grave. Saw a young man. Matthew identifies him as an angel of the Lord. Luke says there were two of them, and there may have been more. They may have both sat and stood as they spoke with the women; and have been both inside and outside the grave at different points of time. [Angels: see Hebrews 1:14.]

Verse 6
He has been raised! See Romans 6:4; Romans 6:9. Sin" and death came into the world through a women (Genesis 3:6; 1 Timothy 2:14). It is only right, then, that the Savior would come into the world through a woman (Luke 1:26-38), and that the Good News of the Resurrection should be first announced to women.

Verse 7
Now go and give this message. The angel tells them this. Note Peter is included specifically. [Peter might have thought his "denial of Jesus" had disqualified him as an apostle.] The first one to see the Risen Lord was Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18) [he had driven seven evil spirits out of her]; and his special message is to Peter [who had denied him, with a vow]. Read John 3:17.

Verse 8
They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. They were terrified and dumfounded by all that had taken place. This day was unique in all of time and eternity! They run! away from the grave, to tell the disciples that JESUS HAS RISEN FROM DEATH! AN OLD ENDING TO THE GOSPEL. Facts are stubborn things. Of the four oldest and most reliable Greek manuscripts, the Sanaiticus and Vaticanus close Mark at Mark 16:8. But the Alexandrinus and Ephraemi Rescriptus give the longer ending, and it must have been in existence at the end of the First Century. The Regius and Athos manuscripts (along with others) give both endings. Both fragments are considered authentic.
Verse 9
After Jesus rose from death. The Jews counted their Sunday from 6 P.M. Saturday (our time - see note on Acts 20:7); but they counted night first, then day ["A day has twelve hours, has it not?" (John 11:9)]. What Mark says identifies Jesus rising from death just at sunrise (as darkness becomes light), as the women are coming to the grave. He appeared first to Mary Magdalene. This shows that she had left the other women. See notes on John 20:11-18.
ANOTHER OLD ENDING. See comment at the end of Mark 16:8 on the two endings.

9. The women went to Peter. See notes on Luke 24:8-12.
Verse 10
She went and told it. While she was on her way to tell the others, Jesus appeared to the other women, who also had started on their way to tell the others Jesus had raised from death. See notes on Matthew 28:9-10.
ANOTHER OLD ENDING. See comment at the end of Mark 16:8 on the two endings.

10. Jesus himself sent out through his disciples. Jesus works through his church. "He has no hands but our hands, his work of love to do. " [Note: on the meaning of "church," see note on Matthew 16:18.]

Verse 11
They did not believe her. The fact of their disbelief is proof they did not invent the account of the Resurrection.

Verse 12
Jesus appeared in a different manner. [He appeared to Peter alone before this. See note on Matthew 28:9 for a list of recorded appearances.] This took place on Sunday afternoon (Luke 24:13-35). Luke says they "somehow did not recognize him. "If their eyes were clouded, Jesus would seem to them to be in a different form.

Verse 13
They returned. To the upstairs room. They found the eleven disciples there, with the others (Luke 24:33). And told it. They explained about all that had happened to them on the road to Emmaus.

Verse 14
Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples. This was the last time, just before he was taken up to heaven. There are four accounts of this. It is amazing that they are still too stubborn to really believe he is alive, even at the end of forty days time after the Resurrection. See note on Acts 1:6-8.
Verse 15
He said to them. Jesus was seen many times during the forty days, and he may have spoken these words many times also. Matthew's Gospel gives the Great Commission as Jesus gave it to the "more than five hundred" (1 Corinthians 15:6) at the meeting in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-20). What Mark records, may have been spoken there also. Go to the whole world. Jesus is the Savior of the world! This Good News must be taken to everyone in the world! [Before his death, they were sent to the Jews only (Matthew 10:6). Now all national distinctions disappear, and people become one in Christ (Galatians 3:28).] Preach the gospel. God has acted in History! The Gospel is the Good News of this ACT: the death, burial, and raising to life of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). We reach out through faith to make ourselves part of this ACT.

Verse 16
Whoever believes. Who believes the Good News, and trusts Christ. [On "faith," see note on James 2:19. ] And is baptized. Faith is obediential One who does not have enough faith in Christ to obey him does not have enough faith to be saved. Compare Acts 22:16. Whoever does not believe. Some will reject the Good News and remain in unbelief. Such have no promise See John 3:18. Jesus offers the way to escape!

Verse 17-18
Believers will be given. It is generally thought that this is a promise limited to the apostolic age [some think these signs of power ended when Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D.]. The primary force of this promise is clearly to the eleven in Mark 16:14, who were specifically given the command to "Go." Yet others were given special powers, probably through the "laying on" of the apostle's hands (Acts 19:6). See Acts 2:4; Acts 5:16; Acts 8:7; Acts 16:18; Acts 28:3-6.
Verse 19
After the Lord Jesus had talked with them. After he has placed upon both them and the messianic community [church], the obligation of preaching the Good News to the whole world. He was taken up into heaven. Acts tells that a cloud hid him from their sight. Jesus now sits at the "right side of God," where he pleads with God [intercession] for his people [the church] (Hebrews 9:25).
Verse 20
The disciples went and preached everywhere. The book of Acts shows the disciples transformed as they receive power and understand all that Jesus had taught them (John 16:12-15). The purposes of the messianic community is to make disciples for Christ [not just to save souls]. The requirement for salvation is a faith which reaches out through obedience. The result of rejecting Christ's salvation, is to REMAIN UNDER the sentence of eternal condemnation ("And you will die in your sins if you do not believe that ‘I Am Who I Am'" John 8:24).
